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Our extensive Vegetable Oils and Butters portfolio

Product portfolio Jan Dekker – Personal Care   5Embrace your nature

Vegetable Oils

Product     INCI (PCPC) description

Acai Oil Euterpe Oleracea Fruit 
Oil

Brazilian oil from the fruit pulp of acai, a well-known superfruit. 
Rich in antioxidants. Oxidative stress-reducing and protective 
properties against aggressive chemicals.

Andiroba Oil Carapa Guaianensis 
Seed Oil

Remedy used in the Amazon area due to a wide range of 
biological activities. Anti-inflammatory properties due to unique 
limonoids. Insect-repellent effect.

Apricot Kernel Oil RBDW Prunus Armeniaca 
(Apricot) Kernel Oil

Widely suitable oil with a remarkable non-fatty dry skin feel.

Argan Oil CP Organic Argania Spinosa Kernel 
Oil

Virgin, Moroccan oil obtained from Argan kernels by cold 
pressing. It is a rich source of valuable unsaponifiables, such 
as phytosterols and tocopherols. Enhances gloss in hair care. 
Ideal for mature skin. Demonstrated cosmetically interesting 
benefits.

Avocado Oil RBD Persea Gratissima 
(Avocado) Oil

Fruit oil, obtained from the fruit flesh of avocados. Contains 
significant levels of the rare palmitoleic acid. Phytosterols 
present are known for soothing.

Babassu Oil refined Organic Orbignya Oleifera Seed 
Oil

Tropical lauric acid-rich low melting butter. Conscious choice 
for hair care, because of its hair penetration. Tests revealed 
skin benefits. Local people use it for wound healing. Can give a 
cooling effect due to its melting behaviour.

Blackcurrant Oil RBD Ribes Nigrum (Black 
Currant) Seed Oil

Oil from blackcurrant seeds. Highly appreciated for its 
relatively high content of alpha- and gamma-linolenic acid. 
Moreover, it is one of the few oils which contains the desired 
omega-3 fatty acid stearidonic acid (C18:4n3).

Borage Oil CP refined Borago Officinalis 
Seed Oil

High content of omega-6, highest level of the desired GLA 
(min. 20 %). Highly moisturising, even better than just linoleic 
acid. GLA is important for skin (barrier) health. Demonstrated 
cosmetically interesting skin benefits.

Borage Oil refined

Buriti Oil Mauritia Flexuosa Fruit 
Oil

Oil from the fruit of a local Brazilian keystone species, called 
‘the tree of life’. Extremely high content of carotenoids, rich in 
bioactive antioxidant compounds. Anti-inflammatory properties.

Canola Oil CP Brassica Campestris 
(Rapeseed) Seed Oil

Virgin, cold pressed, bright yellow oil. Balanced omega-3, -6 
and -9 levels. High omega-3 level (approx. 10 %). Significant 
tocopherols content.

Castor Oil refined Ricinus Communis 
(Castor) Seed Oil

Somewhat viscous oil with a high absorbing power, because 
of unique fatty acids. Easy choice in make-up, and make-up 
removers. Very rich skin feel, demonstrated cosmetically 
interesting benefits.

Castor Oil Ph.Eur.

Evening Primrose Oil CP 
RBD

Oenothera Biennis 
(Evening Primrose) Oil

High content of omega-6, min. 9 % of the highly desired GLA. 
Highly moisturising, even better than just linoleic acid. GLA is 
important for skin (barrier) health.Evening Primrose Oil refined

Product     INCI (PCPC) description

Gold of Pleasure Oil refined Camelina Sativa Seed 
Oil

Balanced omega-3, -6 and -9 levels, including high omega-3 
content (approx. 34 %). Very nice, light skin feel. Important role 
on sustainability.

Grape Seed Oil RBDW Vitis Vinifera (Grape) 
Seed Oil

High content of linoleic acid, omega-6. Relatively dry feel. 
High content of the moisturising essential fatty acid omega-6, 
crucial for a healthy skin barrier.

Hazelnut Oil RBD Corylus Avellana 
(Hazelnut) Seed Oil

High content of monounsaturates (oleic acid). Rich skin feel, 
good lubricity / slip properties.

Hemp Seed Oil CP virgin Cannabis Sativa Seed 
Oil

Interesting fatty acid profile, significant amounts of omega-3, 
-6 and -9 fatty acids. Ideal for dry, itchy skin to moisturise and 
soothe. Surprisingly pleasant, non-fatty, velvety, yet rich skin 
feel, opening up possibilities for a silicon-like skin feel.

Hemp Seed Oil CP refined

Jojoba Oil Golden CP Simmondsia Chinensis 
(Jojoba) Seed Oil

Natural wax ester of mostly long mono-unsaturated chains. 
Very high oxidative stability. Non-occlusive moisturiser. 
Demonstrated cosmetically interesting benefits. Unique 
sensorial properties – full, rich skin feel. Also available as 
colourless grade.

Jojoba Oil CP Org

Jojoba Oil Colourless CP 
RBD

Macadamia Nut Oil CP RBD Macadamia Integrifolia 
Seed Oil

Very high content of monounsaturates, including high levels of 
the rare omega-7 palmitoleic acid, which has anti-inflammatory 
effects. Very quick penetration, velvety finish. Fits in framework 
of replenishing skin components lost with age. Soothing / anti-
inflammatory action.

Olive Oil RBD Olea Europaea (Olive) 
Fruit Oil

Rich oil with high content of oleic acid, tocopherol, natural 
phenolics, squalene and phytosterols. Antioxidants provide 
protection. Anti-inflammatory potential. Provides spreadability 
and slip.

Passionflower Oil RBD Passiflora Edulis Seed 
Oil

Obtained from a plant with beautiful flowers. High content of 
moisturising linoleic acid (omega-6), important for skin health.

Peach Kernel Oil refined Prunus Persica (Peach) 
Kernel Oil

Rich in oleic and linoleic acid. Hydrating feel. High spreadability 
and 'slip'. Dry skin feel.

Pistachio Oil RBD Pistacia Vera Seed Oil Refined oil obtained from pistachio nuts.

Pracaxi Oil Pentaclethra Macroloba 
Seed Oil

Tree is an important nitrogen fixer in forests. Uniquely high 
levels of very long fatty acids, having important functions in 
the protective function of the skin. Interesting use in hair care. 
Superb skin feel.

PRO-15 Oryza Sativa (Rice) 
Bran Oil, Oryza Sativa 
(Rice) Germ Oil

Oil with highly interested unsaponifiable fraction, containing 
tocotrienols and the anti-inflammatory agent and antioxidant 
gamma-oryzanol. Can be used in framework of protection 
against e.g. external aggressive compounds. Rich feel. PRO-15 
has a higher, guaranteed gamma-oryzanol content.

Rice Bran Oil Oryza Sativa (Rice) 
Bran Oil

Safflower Oil RBDW Carthamus Tinctorius 
(Safflower) Seed Oil

A rich source of nourishing essential omega-6 fatty acids. 
Omega-6 is crucial for moisturisation and a healthy skin barrier.
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Vegetable Oils
& more

Product     INCI (PCPC) description

Safflower Oil High Oleic ref. Carthamus Tinctorius 
(Safflower) Seed Oil

Oil with high levels of the monounsaturated oleic acid. High 
oxidative stability.

Sesame Oil RBD Sesamum Indicum 
(Sesame) Seed Oil

Oil with balanced oleic / linoleic acid level. Contains unique 
natural lignans with antioxidant effects, important against skin 
ageing. Good choice in framework of protection, detoxification, 
anti-inflammatory, and protection against UV effects.

Shea Oleine Butyrospermum Parkii 
(Shea) Oil

Liquid part obtained from shea butter.

Sunflower Oil RBDW Helianthus Annuus 
(Sunflower) Seed Oil

Oil with high content of omega-6 fatty acids, useful for skin 
barrier protection.

Sweet Almond Oil ref PhEur Prunus Amygdalus 
Dulcis (Sweet Almond) 
Oil

Oleic/linoleic-rich oil from a kernel with a good health 
connatation. Quality demonstrated by Ph.Eur. compliance. 
Positive effects on skin appearance. Protective effects.

Tsubaki Oil Camellia Japonica 
Seed Oil

Oil from the real tsubaki species (Camellia japonica), a personal 
care secret from the geishas in Japan. Tests reveal anti-ageing 
properties.

Virgin Coconut Oil Cocos Nucifera 
(Coconut) Oil

Oil obtained from young coconuts in a wet process, retaining 
valuable components, different from 'normal' coconut oil. 
Offers skin barrier repair, moisturising, anti-inflammatory, 
anti-ageing and antioxidant effects, and improves the wound 
healing process.

Wheat Germ Oil RBD Triticum Vulgare 
(Wheat) Germ Oil

Oil with a high content of polyunsaturated, essential fatty acids, 
and significant levels of omega-3. The Vitamin E introduces 
protection.

Product     INCI (PCPC) description

Cocoa Butter RBD Theobroma Cacao 
(Cocoa) Seed Butter

Tropical butter with a high content of natural antioxidants. High 
oxidative stability. Perfect choice in body butters and make-up, 
profiting from the antioxidant power. Also available as extra 
white quality.

Cocoa Butter refined White

Cupuacu Butter Theobroma 
Grandiflorum Seed 
Butter

Brazilian butter from a superfruit. Used for centuries by 
indigenous people. Melts readily on body contact. Provides 
impressive hydrating power. Focus on rejuvenating, and offers 
a beneficial composition.

Illipe Butter RBD Shorea Stenoptera 
Seed Butter

Compared to other butters relatively hard, dry and matte, 
obtained from wild-picked nuts. Perfect for body butters and 
skin care cosmetics. Conscious choice in make-up because 
of its skin feel. Focus on sustainability (socio-economic and 
biodiversity), important for rainforest retention.

Mango Kernel Butter RBD Mangifera Indica 
(Mango) Seed Butter

Exotic butter from the kernel of a tasty fruit, melts around body 
temperature. Provides emolliency and skin suppleness. Ideal 
for body butters.

Murumuru Butter Astrocaryum Murumuru 
Seed Butter

Brazilian butter providing skin softness and moisturisation, and 
hair care and protection. Silicone-like feel. Highly remarkable 
dry and matte finish.

Shea Butter RBD Butyrospermum Parkii 
(Shea) Butter

West-African tropical butter, melting around body temperature, 
containing very high levels of anti-inflammatory triterpene 
alcohols. Perfect for body butters and skin care cosmetics. 
Strong soothing action based on active compounds, providing 
anti-inflammatory and protective properties, ideal for after-sun. 
Also available as organic, and as the socio-sustainable Star 
Shea Butter.

Shea Butter refined Organic

Star Shea Butter refined

Shorea Butter RBD Shorea Robusta Seed 
Butter

Exotic butter, from a sacred tree described in Indian writings, 
melting around body temperature. Provides emolliency. Good 
oxidative stability. Ideal for body butters.

Ucuuba Butter Virola Sebifera Nut Oil High melting Brazilian butter, extremely rich in myristic acid. 
Melts around 45 °C, dry touch, velvety feel, used as skin and 
hair protectant, offers tissue regeneration.
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Vegetable 
Butters

Product   EU name description

Copaiba Balm Copaifera Species 
Resin Oils

Brazilian product obtained from copaiba tree trunks in a non-
damaging way to the tree. Contains actives known for their 
anti-inflammatory, antioxidant and chemoprotective effects. 
Forms a key role in the primary healthcare of native Amazonian 
people for centuries.

Copaiba Oil Copaifera Species 
Resin Oils

Obtained from the Copaiba Balm by distillation, resulting in a 
light product.

Eco Scrub Murumuru Astrocaryum Murumuru 
Seed Powder

Obtained from the production process of the butter, provides 
smooth exfoliation. Has a natural colour and brings benefits 
from the fruit.

Halal
Cosm
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Our values
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Quality

Strict quality approval process 
and control based on in-house 
analytical laboratory testing
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Personalised sourcing

Using our global sourcing 
network

Linking customer demands 
on properties to product and 
process

In-house analytical testing 
plays an important role

Please ask your IMCD contact

Sourcing

customer demands product

appearance
properties
quality
sensory
compliance
application

source
required process
analytics
certification
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 properties (fatty acid profile, 
skin feel)

 certification (Cosmos, 
sustainability, etc.)

 compliance (to certain 
specifications)

 botanical

 geographical origin

Sourcing
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High degree of flexibility: 
customised packaging, 
additional measurements, etc.

Customisation
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Strong technical support, 
knowledge / expertise on oils 
and processes

Regulatory / compliance support 
by documentation and based on 
specific customer questions on 
different applications and geo 
regions

Formulation support using labs 
over the globe

Support
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Choices within the range
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Think about the beautiful places 
the oils and butters originate

The rainforests in Brazil (our 
Brazilian range) or Borneo (Illipe), 
the desertic areas in Morocco 
(Argan), the savannahs in Africa 
(Shea)

Or think about India and 
Abhyanga rituals, or the 
Mediterranean area

Geographical origins
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Oils / butters differ in skin feel, determined by e.g. fatty acid profile and composition

From vanishing (Macadamia) and dry (Apricot) and matte (Murumuru, Illipe) to rich 
and a long play time (Canola, Hazelnut)

Feel the difference between the virgin and refined Hemp

Skin feel
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Your IMCD contact can 
demonstrate the oils and butters 
using a test kit

Feel and see the differences

Oils and butters 
demonstration kit

Murumuru Butter (left), other lauric acid rich oil (right)
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Optimising organoleptic 
characteristics, required for 
personal care

Does not affect natural status

Refining process

process purpose

filtration improve clarity

degumming remove gums

neutralising remove free fatty acids

bleaching remove colour

deodorising remove odour

winterising remove e.g. waxes
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Sometimes oils contains 
components taken away by 
refining

Acai Oil is rich in polyphenols 
(antioxidant, anti-inflammatory), 
and protocatechuic acid 
(PCA), (anti-inflammatory, 
anti-ageing, neurological and 
nephroprotective activity)

Protective properties on the skin, 
skin recovery, anti-ageing

Acai Oil
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Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) highly 
different from coconut oil: in VCO 
biologically active antioxidants 
are retained

Topical VCO improved:

 atopic dermatitis conditions
 improved skin hydration in dry, 
itchy skin

 wound healing (granulation 
tissue, elastin levels, protein 
levels, and collagen

Virgin Coconut Oil
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Each oil / butter is characterised 
by its fatty acid profile

Fatty acids can be saturated, 
monounsaturated (one double 
bond) or polyunsaturated

Responsible for e.g. melting 
point, penetration, even 
biological actions

More unsaturation: spreadability, 
but also higher sensitivity to 
oxidation

Fatty acid profile

O
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glycerol fatty acids
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3omega-9
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stearoyl

stearoyl

oleoyl

Structure of triglycerides:
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Macadamia Nut Oil RBD is rich 
in the rare omega-7 palmitoleic 
acid (approx. 19 %) – anti-
inflammatory actions, soothing

Fatty acid profile plays role in 
high penetration (‘vanishing oil’)

Fatty acid profile
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Omega-6 gamma-linolenic acid 
(C18:3n6) very important for 
skin barrier function (see later in 
presentation)

Linked to anti-inflammatory 
actions (topical GLA reduced 
itching)

Evening Primrose Oil (≥ 9 %)
Blackcurrant Oil (≥ 13 %)
Borage Oil (≥ 20 %)

Fatty acid profile
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Gold of Pleasure Oil: significant 
amount of omega-3-6-9

Omega-3: well known health 
connonation, also linked to anti-
inflammatory actions

Omega-6: known for skin 
functions

Omega-9: general health 
connotation, stability

Fatty acid profile

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

saturated

omega-9

omega-6

omega-3

%
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Pracaxi Oil

Remarkable skin feel and very 
long saturated fatty acids

Endogenous acid in inner SC 
barrier lipids dominated by 
lignoceric acid (39 molar%)

Lignoceric acid very high 
in ceramides: protection, 
membrane structure

Used for scars and wounds

Fatty acid profile

0 10 20 30 40 50 %

lignoceric acid (C24:0)

behenic acid (C22:0)

arachidic acid (C20:0)

α-linolenic acid (C18:3n3)

linoleic acid (C18:2)

oleic acid (C18:1)

stearic acid (C18:0)

palmitic acid (C16:0)

myristic acid (C14:0)

lauric acid (C12:0)

highly unique levels

more data available in dedicated brochure / presentation
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Fraction of oils / butters with 
many biological benefits

Tocopherols are the plant’s own 
antioxidants

Tocopherols play a key role in the 
skin against free radicals, ageing

High in tocopherols: e.g. Argan 
Oil, Canola Oil

Unsaponifiables
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Phytosterols and triterpene 
alcohols are known for anti-
inflammatory properties / 
soothing

Many oils contain significant 
levels of phytosterols: Argan Oil 
(unique phytosterols), Avocado 
Oil, Evening Primrose Oil (see 
also next pages)

Unsaponifiables
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Rice Bran Oil contains Gamma-
Oryzanol, the major reason for 
the health effects of Rice Bran Oil

PRO-15: guaranteed level (1.2 – 
1.7 %)

Antioxidant and anti-inflammatory 
properties

Unsaponifiables

Effects of the gamma-oryzanol components on the NF-kappaB p65 
nuclear translocation in RAW 264.7 macrophages. Shown is the 
percentage NF-kappaB-activated cells per field.
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Tsubaki Oil / unsaponifiables 
inhibit LPS-induced production 
of NO, PGE2, and TNF-alpha, 
reduction of iNOS and COX-2 
genes expression

Inhibition of TPA-induced ear 
inflammation

Protection: inhibitory effect on 
TPA-induced Epstein-Barr virus 
early antigen induction

Unsaponifiables
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Shea Butter has extremely high 
unsaponifiables level: 4 – 8 %

Reduced inflammatory mediators 
and pro-inflammatory enzymes 
expression

Inhibition in DMBA initiated / TPA-
promoted carcinogenesis test

Reduced redness on UV

Anti-wrinkle, soothing, skin 
regeneration, suppleness

Unsaponifiables

Triterpene esters based on alpha-amyrin (1), beta-amyrin (2), lupeol 
(3) and butyrospermol (4).
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Shea Butter successfully 
introduced in wet wipes – drop in 
addition with added value

Shea Butter
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Fatty acids decrease with 
age: 22 to 84 years: linoleic 
–40 % on skin surface, also 
monounsaturates decline

Vegetable oils: replenishing 
essential skin components

Skin lipids and age
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Skin lipids and age

Sebaceous gland lipids: 25 % 
wax esters

Jojoba Oil contains long chain 
wax esters,  non-occlusive 
hydration, smoothness, anti-
inflammatory
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Hydration by the protective film 
and by skin barrier repair

A healthy skin is a well-hydrated 
skin

Test with Babassu Oil refined 
Organic

Babassu oil also used by nut 
breakers in Brazil for wound 
healing

Hydration and skin 
barrier repair

30
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45

after 28 daysafter 14 daysbaseline

untreated

treatedhydration

+29 %

+36 %

Babassu Oil refined Organic, 20 female volunteers, 
twice daily on inner side of forearms, measured 8 – 12 
h after last application, Corneometer, 100 % showed an 
improvement
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Hydration and skin 
barrier repair
Tsubaki Oil

30
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34

36

38

40

42

44

46

after 28 daysafter 14 daysbaseline

untreated

treated

+26 %
+33 %

hydration

Tsubaki Oil, 20 female volunteers, twice daily on 
inner side of forearms, measured 8 – 12 h after 
last application, Corneometer, 100 % showed an 
improvement
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Interesting role of gamma-
linolenic acid (GLA): better effect 
than linoleic acid

Borage Oil contains min. 20 % 
GLA

(Evening Primrose Oil min. 9 %)

Bonus: additional benefits of GLA

Hydration and skin 
barrier repair

–5 %
0

10 %

20 %

30 %

smoothness
normal skin

moisture
normal skin

TEWL
SDS-irr. skin

(     = better)(     = better)(     = better)(     = better)

3 % safflower oil 3 % borage oil

change compared to pre-treatment
(treatment 14 days, TEWL measured before SDS treatment)
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Sign of healthy skin

Argan Oil known for hair care, 
but improves elasticity as well

Oils can have an effect on MMP 
activity (MMPs cut the elastic 
fibres of the skin)

Tsubaki Oil improved firmness 
and elasticity

Tsubaki oil showed MMP 
suppression

Skin elasticity

Tsubaki Oil – Improvement percentages is the average 
improvement of each volunteer, compared to baseline, corrected for 
changes in untreated areas. The 14 and 28 days results (except for 
firmness after 14 d) were significant (p < 0.05), in comparison to 
untreated area. Test with cutometer.
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Skin appearance

Sweet Almond Oil ref PhEur 
historically suggested for skin 
smoothing, rejuvenating, anti-
scarring, and against striae and 
striae progression

PhEur monograph compliance 
ensures quality
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Oils impart gloss

Conscious choice for penetration 
into hair shaft, protecting the 
proteins: Babassu Oil, due to 
the shorter chains.

Hair care
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Murumuru Butter very good in 
improving hair manageability

2.5 % in formulation, massaged 
in hair, rinsed, rested, then 
tested. Tresses test on 20 cm 
virgin curly, dark brown hair

Hair care
without knot,
very easy to untangle

some resistant knots

many knots,
high strength

wet detangling

very soft
and smooth

soft

roughness,
heavy appearance

without knot,
very easy to comb

some resistant knots

many knots,
high strength

aligned hair and
smooth aspect

low volume

high volume and
heavy appearance

moisture sensitivity

dry combability drought sensitivity

placebo silicone Murumuru Butterformulations with:
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Tsubaki Oil successfully 
introduced in hair care cosmetics

Link to the historical use of 
tsubaki oil by Japanese geishas

Hair care
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Socio-sustainability is focused 
on improving living standards by 
choosing fairer supply chains

Many Brazilian families are 
dependent on forest products, 
see our Brazilian range

In India, fruits are sourced from 
forest people, providing an 
income, see our Indian butter 
range

Socio-sustainability
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Argan Oil CP Organic: women 
cooperative is our partner

Founded by a mother who 
became widow, facing challenges 
to take care of her family and her 
husband’s business

She organised village women to 
take fate in their hands, social 
function, even elderly stay active

Socio-sustainability



 geo origin
 skin feel
 refining
 fatty acid profile
 unsaponifiables
 skin lipids, age
 skin hydration
 skin elasticity
 hair care
 sustainability

 conscious beauty
 social media

39

Millions are women in Western 
Africa are dependent on shea nut 
picking and butter manufacturing

Our sustainability partner for 
Star Shea Butter is working 
with local women groups, helping 
/ training them on finance and 
shea butter manufacturing

Socio-sustainability
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Gold of Pleasure grows on dry, 
marginal land, with a high risk on 
desertification – climate change 
ready?

Farmers are offered an additional 
crop: higher yield from the land, 
using usual farming equipment

Very low input crop

Gold of Pleasure Oil offers a lot 
of benefits (health, skin feel)

Sustainability and low 
input crops
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Possibly competing land usage 
choices: slash for palm/soy or 
use the forest for their products?

Forest products means the forest 
has an economical value for 
many people – less likely to be 
slashed

Example: Illipe Butter in 
Borneo (picture) versus palm oil 
plantations, same idea in Brazil 
against soy plantations

Sustainability and 
land usage
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Sustainability and 
land usage
Forest products help to retain 
biodiversity

Also socio-sustainable factors:

Premium above market prices

School scholarships

Not dependent on rich families 
for drying

Zero-waste focus: by-products 
improve soil health for own food

Orang-utans will be grateful
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Vegetable oils and butters ideal 
candidates for the maximum 
ISO 16128 natural indices

Apricot Kernel Oil RBDW as 
example on the right

Natural status solvent extraction 
debatable

Most oils are non-solvent 
extracted, and are never 
chemically modified

Sustainability and 
processes

natural 
index

natural 
origin
index

organic 
origin
index

organic 
index

1

1

0

0

1 if natural
0 if not, or chemically modified (e.g. 
hydrogenation)

which part of the molecule is natural? (1 if 
completely natural)

1 if organic

which part of the molecule is organic?
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Sustainability

 Sustainable processes

 Socio-sustainability
 Argan Oil CP Organic, Star Shea Butter 

refined, Illipe Butter refined, Virgin 
Coconut Oil

 Biodiversity retention
 choose for forest products (and retain 

forests), instead of slashing it for palm 
or soy: Illipe Butter, Brazilian range

 Low input crop on marginal 
land

 Gold of Pleasure Oil refined



Our contribution to the SDGs
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development were adopted by world leaders in 2015 at a UN 
Summit. The SDGs call for action to promote prosperity while protecting the 
planet.
The SDGs form the basis for new product development, changes in 
manufacturing processes and product portfolios, and to find new, more socio-
sustainable sources for current products.
New projects are launched to maximise the contribution to the SDGs.

 SDG: description: example(s) of products, non-exhaustive:

No poverty

 Placing added value at local communities where 
possible – obtaining crude shea butter from 
Africa instead of purchasing nuts.

Shea Butter. See also SDG 2 on rural living 
standards.

 Working with a local partner, who works with 
thousands of women groups and many tribal/
forest people paying higher-than-market prices 
in a sustainable supply chain.

Mango Kernel Butter, Shorea Butter

Zero hunger

 Preserving rural living standards by working 
with small community groups, social projects.

Brazilian oils and butters, Virgin Coconut Oil, (Star) 
Shea Butter, Cocoa Butter RBD, Argan Oil

 Careful use of natural resources, use of left-
overs as feedstock which are not suitable for 
food use.

Typically our oils and butters from kernels or 
seeds, or from streams which are not suitable for 
food

Good health and well-being

 SDG 3 is one of the SDGs where the ISO 
16128 standard contributes to. We are focused 
on maximising the natural (origin) index by 
choosing compliant manufacturing processes 
as much as possible.

Our range of products with an ISO 16128 natural 
index and/or a natural origin index of 1. Range is 
expanding.

 Give a preference to products with additional 
health benefits. Development of new 
preservatives is focused on ingredients with a 
favourable safety profile.

Many examples such as the Brazilian oils and 
butters, oils with GLA, Virgin Coconut Oil, and the 
preservatives/antimicrobials in the Neofect range

Quality education

 Programs for employee development. With reference to IMCD Benelux B.V. / IMCD Group

Gender equality

 Empower women through financial 
independence.

Star Shea Butter

 Support women’s entrepreneurship. Argan Oil

Decent work and economic growth

 Working together with a local partner to 
improve working conditions and improve yield.

Star Shea Butter, Illipe Butter

 Working together with a women cooperative to 
improve social contacts (e.g. among elderly) 
during work.

Argan Oil

Responsible consumption and production

 SDG 12 is one of the SDGs where the ISO 
16128 standard contributes to. We are focused 
on maximising the natural (origin) index by 
choosing compliant manufacturing processes 
as much as possible.

Our range of products with an ISO 16128 natural 
index and/or a natural origin index of 1. Range is 
expanding.

 When developing new products / processes, 
the Twelve Principles for Green Chemistry 
(Anastas et al 1998) are taken into account.

Guidelines for new products / new processes

 We are ISO 14001 (environmental management 
system) certified.

With reference to IMCD Benelux B.V.

Life below water

 Launch of non-plastic, renewable scrub agents. Eco scrub Murumuru

 We are ISO 14001 (environmental management 
system) certified. ISO 14001 contributes to a 
range of SDGs.

With reference to IMCD Benelux B.V.

Life on land

 Preventing deforestation by attaching an 
economical value to forest products without 
damaging the forest, thereby retaining 
biodiversity.

Illipe Butter, Brazilian oils and butters

 In case of non-wild picked products, preference 
for plants that grow in moderate climates and/
or on marginal, (semi-)arid land.

Gold of Pleasure Oil and many other products

 We are ISO 14001 (environmental management 
system) certified.

With reference to IMCD Benelux B.V.

Peace, justice and strong institutions

 Working in accordance with our Code of 
Conduct, preventing e.g. bribery.

With reference to IMCD Group.
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Sustainable Development Goals
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Many oils / butters are Cosmos-
approved – can be used in 
Cosmos natural and (unless 
an organic version is readily 
available) Cosmos organic end 
products

A range is Cosmos organic

See the product list for an 
overview

Cosmos standard

Embrace your nature

Vegetable Oils

Product     INCI (PCPC) description

Apricot Kernel Oil RBDW Prunus Armeniaca 
(Apricot) Kernel Oil

Widely suitable oil with a remarkable non-fatty dry skin feel.

Argan Oil CP Organic Argania Spinosa Kernel 
Oil

Virgin, Moroccan oil obtained from Argan kernels by cold 
pressing. It is a rich source of valuable unsaponifiables, such 
as phytosterols and tocopherols. Enhances gloss in hair care. 
Ideal for mature skin. Demonstrated cosmetically interesting 
benefits.

Avocado Oil RBD Persea Gratissima 
(Avocado) Oil

Fruit oil, obtained from the fruit flesh of avocados. Contains 
significant levels of the rare palmitoleic acid. Phytosterols 
present are known for soothing.

Babassu Oil refined Organic Orbignya Oleifera Seed 
Oil

Tropical lauric acid-rich low melting butter. Conscious choice 
for hair care, because of its hair penetration. Tests revealed 
skin benefits. Local people use it for wound healing. Can give a 
cooling effect due to its melting behaviour.

Blackcurrant Oil RBD Ribes Nigrum (Black 
Currant) Seed Oil

Oil from blackcurrant seeds. Highly appreciated for its 
relatively high content of alpha- and gamma-linolenic acid. 
Moreover, it is one of the few oils which contains the desired 
omega-3 fatty acid stearidonic acid (C18:4n3).

Borage Oil CP refined Borago Officinalis 
Seed Oil

High content of omega-6, highest level of the desired GLA 
(min. 20 %). Highly moisturising, even better than just linoleic 
acid. GLA is important for skin (barrier) health. Demonstrated 
cosmetically interesting skin benefits.

Borage Oil refined

Buriti Oil Mauritia Flexuosa Fruit 
Oil

Oil from the fruit of a local Brazilian keystone species, called 
‘the tree of life’. Extremely high content of carotenoids, rich in 
bioactive antioxidant compounds. Anti-inflammatory properties.

Canola Oil CP Brassica Campestris 
(Rapeseed) Seed Oil

Virgin, cold pressed, bright yellow oil. Balanced omega-3, -6 
and -9 levels. High omega-3 level (approx. 10 %). Significant 
tocopherols content.

Castor Oil refined Ricinus Communis 
(Castor) Seed Oil

Somewhat viscous oil with a high absorbing power, because 
of unique fatty acids. Easy choice in make-up, and make-up 
removers. Very rich skin feel, demonstrated cosmetically 
interesting benefits.

Castor Oil Ph.Eur.

Evening Primrose Oil CP 
RBD

Oenothera Biennis 
(Evening Primrose) Oil

High content of omega-6, min. 9 % of the highly desired GLA. 
Highly moisturising, even better than just linoleic acid. GLA is 
important for skin (barrier) health.Evening Primrose Oil refined

Gold of Pleasure Oil refined Camelina Sativa Seed 
Oil

Balanced omega-3, -6 and -9 levels, including high omega-3 
content (approx. 34 %). Very nice, light skin feel. Important role 
on sustainability.

Grape Seed Oil RBDW Vitis Vinifera (Grape) 
Seed Oil

High content of linoleic acid, omega-6. Relatively dry feel. 
High content of the moisturising essential fatty acid omega-6, 
crucial for a healthy skin barrier.

non-re
fine

d

refine
d

Halal
Cosm
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Oils / butters are optimal for 
Clean Beauty, and are key 
ingredients for Conscious 
Beauty (safety, minimalism, 
openness, sustainability)

Clean and conscious 
beauty
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Clean and conscious 
beauty
 Safe

 Minimal

 Conscious, sustainable choices

Star Shea Butter refined, Argan Oil CP 
Organic: community programs, socio-
sustainability and with Illipe Butter RBD 
also biodiversity retention

Gold of Pleasure Oil refined: low input 
crop on marginal land (very different from 
rainforest destruction)
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 minimal processing applied
 no chemical modification, close to 

nature (as nature has intended), appeals 
to craftmanship

 minimise number of 
ingredients, maximum effect 
per ingredient

 oils/butters have multiple roles 
(functionality, skin feel, additional 
benefits)

 maximised natural ISO 16128 
index

Perfectly in line with 
minimalism
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Storytelling ingredients have a 
close link to consumers, well-
perceived

Oils and butters easily picked up 
in a video: ‘feels nice because it 
contains oil X’

Choice of ingredients more 
important than ever

Social media & 
storytelling
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Questions and discussions



52

Unless otherwise mentioned, the (legislative) situation refers to the EU. The information is given in good faith and is true and accurate to the best of our knowledge, but no liability or responsibility can be 
derived from it. The information does not relieve the user from investigating/testing to ensure legislative compliance, to ensure suitability for the destined use, and to ensure claims are compliant to all 
applicable laws – no warranty or guarantee is expressed or implied. The information is not subject to document version control. Later versions revoke this version. 


