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Sustainability

Jan Dekker branded 

Vegetable Oils and Butters 

portfolio

Endurance of systems, related 

to e.g. ecology or economy. 

Maintaining certain balanced 

levels.



Where is sustainability related to?

Best described by what it is not – an exploitation of resources, negatively affecting a 
desired level, disturbing a balance. 

Wide array of fields!

Healthy economical development
Careful use of natural resources
Maintaining biodiversity



Careful use of natural resources

Examples

Optimal use of by-products coming from food industry (e.g. seeds).

Optimal use of visually less attractive fruits to reduce waste.



Grape Seed Oil

Obtained from by-products of winery / 

food industry.

In other words, 'streams' are exploited 

which are not suitable for food.



Macadamia Nut Oil

Mainly grown for fresh food market 

(increasing demand).

Nut grading to minimise waste

1: fresh market

2: cosmetic industry

Transport

Only full containerloads by gathering 

IMCD demands.

Making sea transport as efficient as 

possible.

Minimising carbon footprint.



Rice Bran Oil

Obtained from rice polishing 

process.

Instead of discarding, it is used as 

a basis for valuable ingredients 

(Rice Bran Oil, PRO-15, Gamma-

Oryzanol, Phytic Acid).



Rice Bran Oil

Creating rice paddies is done since 

many centuries.

Rice paddies can prevent flooding by 

rain / mud in sloped landscapes.

They can conserve soil, reduce 

erosion, reduce the need for heavy 

machinery and yield small 

ecosystems.



Canola Oil CP

Example of power of flexible 

companies with a high level of 

awareness towards social, 

environmental, energy, and 

biodiversity issues.



Canola Oil CP

Oil from small-scale farmer, grown 

locally. 

Cold pressed and filtered. (Food 

grade product, BRC certified grower).

Energy used from solar panels.

Social balance – special-care 

employees are hired as well.

Crop rotation to improve crop from 

healthy soil.

Hedgerows are maintained.

Low amounts of waste.

Feed use of by-products.



Beehives and environmental-friendly farming

Beehives installed on the rapeseed fields, demonstrating 
that farming is done in an environmental friendly way, 
showing that the farmer looks after beneficial insects.

Bees can help pollinating crops:
better yield and oil quality.



Socio-economical sustainability

Creating opportunities for e.g. rural women in poor regions.



Argan Oil

Women cooperative is our partner.

Founded by a mother who became 

widow, facing challenges to take care 

of her family and her husband's 

business.



Argan Oil

She organised village women to take 

fate in their hands, promoting their 

status (apart from the social function 

of the work). Even older women stay 

active.

Argan Oil uses women's 

craftsmanship (cracking) (combined 

with recent and clean facilities), 

based on extensive experience and 

knowledge.

Organic certified.



Shea Butter

Shea nut picking and butter 

processing provides an income for 

many rural women in poor areas.

FAO: 4 – 5 million West-African 

women depend almost entirely on 

shea nuts for their livelihood (UN 

2014).

We do not import the nuts, we buy 

the butter locally, adding value in 

Africa.



How to further improve 
living standards?
Socio-sustainability programs can 

further improve living standards. IMCD 

has partnered with such initiatives.

Current development – partnering with 

a social enterprise in Northern Ghana 

(poorest region of the country).

Registered sustainability partner.

Offered as separate product

(Star Shea Butter Refined).



Ethical and sustainable 
sourcing
Focal areas of our partner:

Fair pricing

Cutting out middle-men.

Trainings

Trainings to maximise profitability of 

shea, and

to focus on safe processing etc.

Conservation

To develop innovative strategies to 

conserve shea tree populations.



Increased economical empowerment 

and overall living standards.

Some women are paying for higher 

education for their children.

Ethical and sustainable 
sourcing



Cocoa Butter RBD

Careful use natural resources

Optimal use of different streams of 

cocoa beans, reducing waste.

Activities in country of origin

Donations to a fund for providing / 

improving schooling for children, 

support for roads to small villages for 

accessibility, create water suppy for 

villagers.



Biodiversity

How to maintain biodiversity?

Key point: large crops (e.g. palm) vs. 'smaller' crops.



Tropical deforestation vs 

European cultivation of Canola (as 

an alternative to grassland)

or sunflower in moderate climates.

Very different situations!

Tropical palm vs 
European / moderate 
crops



Choice of land usage

Awareness is raised when forests, 

used by locals as source of income 

from minor crops (e.g. babassu), are 

threatened by deforestation (The 

Guardian 2015).

Giving an economical value to smaller 

crops might prevent deforestation.



Illipe Butter

Tropical butter from Borneo for e.g. 

moisturisation in skin care.

Partner focussed on purely sustainable, 

wild harvested forest products from 

Borneo and empowering farmers.

Process sustainability, less workload.

Guaranteed higher price paid.

Help on other local products (e.g. rice)

Profits to training and scholarschips for

children.

Support orang-utan rescue centre.



Illipe: zero waste focus

Press cake used for feed.

Nut shells used to make charcoal.

Charcoal used for compost for trial

garden and to improve rice field soil

health (reducing rice replanting).

Electricity used from solar panels.



Palm oil plantations

Negative effects of palm oil plantations:

Slash and burn

Local economy disruption, lower income

Pesticides effect on humans and nature

Eradication of biodiversity

Loss of resources for locals (food, plant

medicines)

Destruction orang-utan habitat,

reducing the population



Illipe Butter

Awareness is growing on preserving 

very rich nature and sustainable income 

from diversity of forests plants for locals.

Illipe butter increases Indonesian 

forest value, works against slash and 

burn for palm.

Our Illipe Butter helps to retain unique 

biodiversity & empowering local Dayaks, 

saving humans and animals.



Argan Oil

Argan tree is adapted to arid land.

Important tree to slow down desert 

progression.

Argan forests profit from the economical 

value they provide!

Government has rules where to pick 

when, to preserve tree health.



Code of Conduct

Addresses issues such as:

Working conditions

Health and safety

Forced / child labour

Bribery, illegal payments

Trade restrictions

Optimisation of supply chain 

processes

Energy use, waste 

management

Please refer to ISO 14001 as well.



Initiatives

Intensifying support for ingredient-related initiatives on sustainability.

Expanding securisation by incorporating new demands.

Strengthening substantiation by external certifications.



Questions and discussion.


